COUNTABLE/UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS: EXERCISES

( Exercise 1: Remind yourself of the rules. Choose the correct word to complete the sentences.
countable   · formal   · informal   · negative   · positive   · questions   · uncountable   · comparatives
	1. 
	Many and a lot of are used with [image: image1.wmf]

nouns.
	

	2. 
	Much and a lot of are used with [image: image2.wmf]

nouns.
	

	3. 
	Many and much are mainly used in [image: image3.wmf]

statements and [image: image4.wmf]

.
	
	

	4. 
	While a lot of and lots of are more common in [image: image5.wmf]

statements.
	
	

	5. 
	In positive statements many and much are seen as rather [image: image6.wmf]

.
	
	

	6. 
	Lots of is more [image: image7.wmf]

than a lot of.
	
	

	7. 
	We don't usually use very much before a noun in [image: image8.wmf]

sentences.
	
	

	8. 
	But we often use much and many as adverbs with [image: image9.wmf]

.
	
	


( Exercise 2: Underline the correct or most natural option. 

	1. 
	There were an awful lot / lots of people I didn't know at the wedding.
	

	2. 
	She's had so much / many emails today that she hasn't time to read them all.
	

	3. 
	He got many / lots of presents for his birthday, lucky guy.
	

	4. 
	They've got so / too much money they don't know what to do with it all.
	

	5. 
	Have you seen lots / much of Peter lately?
	

	6. 
	I don't think much of this / of that weather!
	

	7. 
	Much of the / of Scotland was covered in snow yesterday.
	

	8. 
	I have a lot of / much admiration for him.
	

	9. 
	Many / A lot of my friends are lawyers.
	

	10. 
	There's a whole lot of / very much water on the kitchen floor.
	

	11. 
	You haven't eaten very much / lots .
	

	12. 
	There were just as a lot of / many people as there were last time.
	

	13. 
	How many / lots of times have you been to Brighton?
	

	14. 
	Gosh, I've eaten a lot of / very much food today.
	

	15. 
	I enjoyed that party much / a lot
	


( Exercise 3: Some more rules. Choose the correct word to complete the sentences.
countable   · enough   · exclamations   · far   · not enough   · not many   · not much   · questions   · quite   · too   · uncountable   · very   

	1. 
	Little, a little, less and least are use with [image: image10.wmf]

nouns. 
	

	2. 
	Few, a few, fewer and fewest are used with [image: image11.wmf]

nouns. 
	

	3. 
	A little and a few suggest that we have [image: image12.wmf]

although not a lot. 
	

	4. 
	Little and few suggest we have [image: image13.wmf]

for us to be really happy.
	

	5. 
	We can say There were [image: image14.wmf]

a few people. (positive)
	

	6. 
	But There were (a) [image: image15.wmf]

few people. (not many at all)
	

	7. 
	Or There were [image: image16.wmf]

few people. (not enough)
	

	8. 
	We can intensify that last one with [image: image17.wmf]

.
	

	9. 
	We can say How few or How little in [image: image18.wmf]

.
	

	10. 
	But we don't usually use How few or How little in [image: image19.wmf]

.
	

	11. 
	A less formal way of saying little is [image: image20.wmf]

.
	

	12. 
	A less formal way of saying few is [image: image21.wmf]


	


( Exercise 4: Choose the most appropriate word in each context.
fewer   · least   · less   · most   · the least   · the most   

	1. 
	We sent out [image: image22.wmf]

Christmas cards this year than last.
	

	2. 
	Farmers produced [image: image23.wmf]

rice this year than last year.
	

	3. 
	Of all my cousins I Peter talks [image: image24.wmf]

.
	

	4. 
	It weighs [image: image25.wmf]

than two kilos.
	

	5. 
	Not at all. It was [image: image26.wmf]

I could do in the circumstances.
	

	6. 
	They say that [image: image27.wmf]

popular music to relax to is classical music.
	

	7. 
	The whole thing came to [image: image28.wmf]

than twenty pounds.
	

	8. 
	The others are all dearer; this is [image: image29.wmf]

expensive.
	

	9. 
	There were [image: image30.wmf]

people here than I expected there would be.
	

	10. 
	This one's really cheap. It costs a lot [image: image31.wmf]

than the other one.
	

	11. 
	What you say is [image: image32.wmf]

interesting. I'd love to hear more.
	

	12. 
	These things happen just when you are [image: image33.wmf]

expecting it.
	

	13. 
	I tend to like [image: image34.wmf]

types of seafood.
	

	14. 
	Spirits up! It's [image: image35.wmf]

than five kilometres to go now.
	

	15. 
	That was [image: image36.wmf]

delicious meal I've had in a long time.
	


( Exercise 5: Look back at the last exercise and complete the rules. 

	1. 
	We usually use fewer / less with countable nouns. 
	

	2. 
	We always use fewer / less with uncountable nouns. 
	

	3. 
	We use fewer / less when talking about distance, weight, time etc.
	

	4. 
	We use fewer / less after expressions like it measures ..., it weighs ... etc. 
	

	5. 
	We use most / the most before a noun when we are talking about quantity. 
	

	6. 
	We usually use most / the most when we are making a comparison. 
	

	7. 
	Sometimes instead of very before an adjective, we say most / the most . 
	

	8. 
	When used as a pronoun at the end of a sentence, we say most / the most.
	


( Exercise 6: Underline the correct option.

	1. 
	Do you have much experience / many experiences in this type of work?
	

	2. 
	There wasn't much / many news about it on TV.
	

	3. 
	We've had a few troubles / little trouble with the machinery.
	

	4. 
	Do you have much luggage / many luggages with you?
	

	5. 
	We have little competition / few competitions for our products in this market. 
	

	6. 
	We have seen few improvements / little improvement in his work, unfortunately.
	

	7. 
	I didn't see much / many police at the scene.
	

	8. 
	I drank one too many beers / much beer last night.
	

	9. 
	Did you have many interesting experiences / much interesting experience on holiday?
	

	10. 
	He has run a little business / few businesses in his time.
	

	11. 
	The new model features many improvements / much improvement over the old: better steering, more powerful engine and so on.
	

	12. 
	We were lucky to get so many publicities / much publicity for our product.
	

	13. 
	He's won a few competitions / a little competition in his time.
	

	14. 
	He has some / an extensive knowledge of computers.
	

	15. 
	There weren't many homeworks / wasn't much homework to do.
	


( Exercise 7: Fill each of the numbered gaps with one suitable word.

ABC Metals are in a [image: image37.wmf]

(1) of trouble at the moment. Admittedly [image: image38.wmf]

(2) of the problem stems from the global economic crisis: ABC's clients have [image: image39.wmf]

(3) money to spend than before, which means [image: image40.wmf]

(4) orders for ABC products. Although there had been some warning signs, [image: image41.wmf]

(5) commentators realised the magnitude of ABC's problems. Perhaps if they'd spent a little [image: image42.wmf]

(6) time digging into the company's finances it might have been a [image: image43.wmf]

(7) different, but [image: image44.wmf]

(8) of them were blinded by the upbeat nature of the company's frequent press releases. To be fair, [image: image45.wmf]

(9) few dogged journalists, a handful at [image: image46.wmf]

(10) , did try to get behind the hype, but [image: image47.wmf]

(11) of the financial press just took ABC at its word. For whatever reason, the public got to know [image: image48.wmf]

(12) little of what was going on behind the scenes until very recently, by which time [image: image49.wmf]

(13) of the damage had already been done.

But beyond the crisis, [image: image50.wmf]

(14) of the blame must also be laid at the door of ABC's management team, many of [image: image51.wmf]

(15) paid scant heed to the [image: image52.wmf]

(16) warning signals which must have been apparent. Warning signs which, even if most [image: image53.wmf]

(17) the financial press had missed them, must have alerted at [image: image54.wmf]

(18) some of the management team. Perhaps if they had paid [image: image55.wmf]

(19) attention to their PR department and [image: image56.wmf]

(20) to the figures they were getting from their own finance people, they might not be in such dire straits. The [image: image57.wmf]

(21) information that is coming out of ABC, suggests that the management have at last woken up to the enormity of their situation, much of [image: image58.wmf]

(22) is of their own making, and are now trying to [image: image59.wmf]

(23) the most of a bad job. The [image: image60.wmf]

(24) few weeks will tell whether they have succeeded in turning ABC's fortunes around, or have at [image: image61.wmf]

(25) saved it from the liquidator.
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